
Otago Former Times 
TWO YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

OF DOMINION DAY 

Nicola Firth 

The Royal Proclamation of 1907 

in which the colony of New 

Zealand became the Dominion of 

New Zealand, is to be 

remembered shortly. The prime 

Minister, Joseph George Ward in 

the year of 1907 signed the 

proclamation of the King 

Edward to name New Zealand as 

a rightful Dominion.  

What has happened since then? 

In this writers‟ opinion, very 

little has been done and we have 

many years of struggle ahead 

until we are a truly independent 

and separate from the Mother 

Country. The Maori population 

responded to the Prime 

Minister‟s comments that it 

would be beneficial by accepting 

the transformation and over the 

past two years have co-operated 

with King Edward and the New 

Zealand Parliament. 

It is noticed that for this year, 

1909, that Dominion Day is no 

longer being celebrated as a 

public holiday. Does that mean 

the New Zealand Public is 

starting to forget a major 

incident in our history? A 

colonist is one who comes from 

one country to another however 

our generation is true born New 

Zealanders. Does this make the 

fact in your eyes better or worse?                         

A criminal is on the loose after 

Miss Alice Scott has reported her 

wallet was taken while at the 

local Farmers Market. 

THE CLIMAX 

The fantastic play „The Climax‟ 

will take place at the Weber‟s 

Theatre for their last 

performance this Monday. Door 

sales are available. 

STOATS PROVE 

HAZARDOUS FOR 

FARMERS 

Angela Jenks 

Mr. A. Annicich was attacked 

without provocation by a stoat 

on the 15th of February in the 

small area of Akatore. He was 

not injured. 

The victim was with his son on 

the 15th, hoeing their turnip 

patch when he observed the 

stoat advancing over the grass 

towards him. Unprovoked the 

stoat sprang at Mr. Annicich but 

was kicked off. It then tried to 

escape with the lad armed in 

pursuit. The stoat turned and 

threatened them and the boy 

aimed to strike the beast, only 

for his hoe to break. It then 

darted into the hole and avoided 

capture. 

Speaking with Mr. Annicich 

after the event, he remarked, “it 

was just such a frightful thing to 

happen, sudden and the like.” 

His son was too distraught to 

speak. No other similar attacks 

have occurred in the area before, 

and residents are being advised 

by the authorities to take 

precautions. The stoat was a 

large male and the police are 

currently looking into why it 

attacked.                                   

MURDER AND SUICIDE ON 

A TAXICAB RIDE 

Shirley Kim 

Before 2 o‟clock in the morning 

on the 17th of February, George 

E. Knaut, 20 years old 

Telephone Inspector killed Miss 

Stella Rocktashel, 18 years old, 

daughter of a Reading Rail road 

official and then shot himself in 

a taxicab ride. This murder and 

suicide case is puzzling the police 

of this city. 

George E. Knaut and Miss Stella 

Rocktashel had been at a social 

gathering and later were in a 

saloon. They had caught a taxi 

on a near by street corner. While 

on the way to Miss Stella‟s 

home, the driver heard the whiz 

of a bullet over his shoulder, 

followed by the noise of the front 

window shattering. 

A moment later, Knaut yelled 

out, “Drive to the hospital!” The 

driver rushed to the Reading 

Hospital. Just as he reached the 

building, he heard another shot 

behind him. He turned around 

and found the young woman in a 

heap on the seat of the cab dead, 

a bullet having passed through 

her head. 

The young man was also dead, 

having shot himself through the 

heart. The driver summoned the 

night nurse at the hospital. 

There was nothing the 

physicians could do, and they 

notified the police immediately. 

Nobody could explain this case; 

Miss Stella Rocktashel and 

George E. Knaut had been 

engaged to be married, and they 

had always been good friends. 

RISING CRIME STATISTICS 

SHOCK THE PUBLIC 

Nikita Brazil 

Recent criminal statistics in the 

city of Dunedin have shown 

dangerously high results.  

Last Friday night the police 

station sent a plain clothed 

police officer to the Railway 

Station of Dunedin to observe 

the behavior of the public. The 

police were quite astonished at 

the results of this experiment. 

Three young men were fined 

twenty shillings each for assault 

on the police officer while under 

the influence of alcohol. Also two 

men were fined ten shillings for 

leaving their vehicles unattended 

on the street. Sergeant 

Butterman said that this is 

shocking behavior that needs to 

be fixed. 

The Otago Former Times asked 

a few members of the public how 

they felt about these shocking 

results. They replied „„Never in 

my whole life have I seen such 

outrageous behavior.” and “We 

need to do something about this 

behavior very quickly otherwise 

it will get out of hand, and our 

society will fall a part.‟ 

On the night of the 25th, Betty 

Fransico was shocked to find a 

stray dog wandering outside her 

house. She was afraid to leave 

her house until a friendly 

neighbor called the police. 
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SUICIDE IN GRAND UNION 

HOTEL 

Youri Lee 

Charles E. Sexton committed 

suicide last night in the Grand 

Union hotel at 60 years of age. 

Six bullets from a revolver were 

fired into his head.  

He had been the Secretary of the 

British American Development 

Company, at 45 Cedar Street, 

and for several years an Elder in 

the First Presbyterian Church of 

Brooklyn. 

He checked into the hotel about 

3:30 pm yesterday afternoon and 

was assigned room No. 436 on 

the sixth flour 

At about 5 o‟clock a young man 

rushed into the hotel and asked 

for his father, Charles E. Sexton. 

He was taken up to his room by 

a bellboy but was downstairs 

again a few minute later. 

“The door was locked and he 

wouldn‟t answer when I knocked 

or called. Something is terribly 

wrong.” Mr. Sexton said. 

The police was notified abruptly 

and some hotel employees were 

breaking the door down. 

Mr. Sexton was found dead lying 

on the bed with a small revolver 

beside him with six chambers 

missing. It was said that he had 

killed himself because of business 

problems. 

BEGGAR BURNS LITTLE 

GIRL‟S HAIR  

Shirley Kim 

On the 30th of  

March, in the city of Berlin, a 

beggar knocked on a door of a 

little girl‟s house. When the 12 

year old Leatha Kline refused to 

buy anything or allow the 

 

beggar in the house, he set her 

hair on fire with a match. 

Leatha was saved by her 

presence of mind; she sensibly 

put her in a pail of water. The 

beggar had escaped when she 

came back and was no-where to 

be seen. 

Farmer Brown found a missing 

Merino sheep yesterday 

afternoon. If sighted please 

contact him immediately. 

SUCCESFUL ATTEMPT 

FLYING OVER THE 

ENGLISH CHANNEL 

By Monica Bae 

Louis Bleriot, the 37-year old 

French inventor, aircraft 

designer and self-trained pilot, 

flew across the monstrous 

English Channel early on July 

25th, 1909 in an aircraft he 

designed-the Bleriot XI. The 

plane took off from Les 

Barraques, France, and was 

expected to land in Dover, 

England. This earned him a 

£ 1000 prize which the London 

Daily Mail had offered to the 

first pilot to cross the English 

Channel in either direction.  

Bleriot acknowledged the danger 

and said, “At first, I promised to 

my wife that I would not make 

the attempt.” He said that his 

wife pleaded with him not to 

make the flight and afterward, 

he promised he would fly „no 

more‟ once he completed a risky 

competition he had already 

entered. 

Less than a week before Bleriot‟s 

success was a victim of a failed 

motor on July 19th. He had tried 

to desert his plane in the water 

as he attempted to cross the 

English Channel. 

 

 

UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA ELECTS NEW 

PRESIDENT 

Angela Jenks 

On March 4th William Howard 

Taft was elected President of the 

United States of America, 

preceded by Theodore 

Roosevelt. 

Mr. Taft –Republican- was 

competing against William 

Jennings Brian –Democratic. 

The vote was 51.6% to William 

Howard Taft, whose home state 

is Ohio. President Theodore 

Roosevelt, honoring a promise 

not to seek a third term in office, 

persuaded the Republican Party 

to nominate William Howard 

Taft as his successor. Roosevelt 

and Taft are close friends; Taft 

also was the Secretary of War. 

Despite William Jennings 

Bryan‟s two previous defeats, he 

ran a vigorous campaign only to 

lose by 1,269,411 votes. This has 

been his worst loss in his three 

years presidential campaigning. 

At age 51, after 20 years in 

political work, William Howard 

Taft has become the 27th 

President of the United States of 

America. 

TWO GIRLS DROWN AS THE 

BOAT UPSETS 

Shirley Kim 

Yesterday morning, Alice 

Boisnot, 15 years old, and Marie 

Mueller, 16, were drowned while 

sailing in the Great Egg Harbor. 

There were two boys with them 

in the boat, which drifted 

against a trolley bridge. A car 

passing over the bridge hit the 

mast of the boat and caused it to 

capsize. 

The two boys became panic-

stricken and they saved  

 

themselves by climbing onto the 

bridge. When they looked over 

to the harbor again it was too 

late to rescue Boisnot and 

Mueller.  

AMERICAN SPEAKS 

MANY LANGUAGES 

Monica Bae 

November 13th Washington, The 

population of USA has now 

finally reached to 92 million. At 

least 1 million people have been 

arriving in the recent times. The 

immigrants mainly come from 

Italy, Britain, the Austrian 

Empire, and Russia. Thousands 

of Jewish people flee to New 

York as they have escaped from 

persecution from Russia three 

years ago. 

But the immigrants may have 

escaped and fled to the „Country 

of Gold‟ but life in America will 

be not so easy when you do not 

speak English. Immigrants from 

the same country stick with each 

other, often crowded in slum 

housing. The more ambitious 

ones set out to try and learn 

English so they can look for 

well-paid jobs. Canada, 

Argentina, Australia and South 

Africa also welcome immigrants 

as they are shortage of labor. 

 

 

 

 

 

The beloved dog, Scruff, 

belonging to Mr. A Smith ran 

away on the 25th of March. If 

you see the Dalmatian, please 

notify Mr. Smith. 

 

BUCKLAND 

CIGARS LTD. 

MORE FOR YOUR MONEY 

BUCKLAND KEEPS YOU ON 

TOP OF THE WORLD 
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DEATH NOTICES 

I regret to inform the public, 

that on the night of March 28th. 

Edward Wright suffered a fatal 

heart attack. He died in his 

house on Lovelock Avenue and 

was found early on the 29th 

March by his gardener. May he 

rest in peace.  

I am sad to inform the public 

that Jane Bennett, loving 

mother of two, was tragically 

killed by an unknown disease 

last night in her home. God bless 

her. 

The most tragic of things has 

happened to loving daughter 

and wife, Lucy Hale drowned 

when her roof collapsed after 

rainfall on the night of the 26th 

March.  

BIRTH NOTICES 

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathon Black 

recently celebrated the birth of 

baby Charles Black. He was 

born on the 29th March. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Winsley 

celebrated the birth of their son 

Thomas Winsley on the 28th 

March. 

MARRIAGE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

I am glad to say Elizabeth 

Sparrow and William Turner 

have recently been married. It 

was a small gathering with only 

family and a few friends. 

Mae Swan and Steven Mason are 

happy to say they are now 

happily married. The grand 

ceremony was on Thursday the 

28th.   

 

 

 

 

EIGHT KILLED AS FIFTY 

INJURED IN A TRAIN 

COLLISION. 

Youri Lee 

Yesterday, around 2 pm in the 

afternoon, there was a head-on 

collision Train 8, northbound, 

and Train 1, southbound. As a 

result, 8 were killed and 50 

seriously injured. 

Both of the trains were running 

at high speed and there was no 

was to stop the accident. During 

the collision, the northbound 

train telescoped the baggage car 

and smoker of the southbound 

train and the northbound train 

ended up in the ditch. 

There were over 400 people in 

the two trains. The passengers 

started to panic and some were 

crushed while others were trying 

to escape. After the crash, relief 

trains came with surgeons and 

nurses. They carried away the 

wounded and they were bought 

to hospital. 

The blame of this incident was 

put upon Train 8, who was told 

to meet Train 1 at Husted. The 

crew believed the road was clear. 

The dead are: 

FRANK M. FEDERICK:  St Louis 

C.S. BROWN: Jericho Springs.  

J.A. GOSSAGE: Ohio.  

B.F. LARKINS: Colorado Springs. 

J.K. PARKER: Denver. 

J.K. PARKER: Chicago. 

AND WELL AS TWO 

UNIDENTIFIED MEN. 

 

 

 

 

Last night in Dunedin the 

peaceful sleep of Mrs. T. 

Knightly was interrupted by her 

frightened cat yowling from the 

roof. In attempting to rescue the 

feline, Mrs. Knightly slipped 

from the ladder and broke her 

leg. Doctors soon arrived to 

splint and bandage her leg. She 

is currently recovering and the 

cat has been retrieved from the 

roof. 

TO L E T: 7 Norwood-street, 6-

roomed House, usual 

conveniences, gas, h. c. water, 

lovely view of Bay. Apply 

A.Washington, Roslyn 

TO LET:  10 Rattray Street, 6-

roomed House, usual 

conveniences. M. Poppins, 

Charters Street, Brockville 

TO LET: Cottage 4 rooms and 

conveniences, city water, 

Gilmore-street. Apply G. 

Williams, Rosehill Ave, Roslyn. 

TO LET: Sunningston Drive, 

desirable Residence, 8 rooms. 

Apply F. McHurst, T G and 

Young optometrists. 

FOR SALE: 23 Claremont St 

Maori Hill, Private Hospital 

containing 20 large, lofty rooms 

with 1 ¼ acre of land. Apply 

Jonathon Smith. 

TO LET: Furnished, a 5-roomed 

House at Musselburgh, for 8 

months; rent to a clean and 

careful tenant £2 per week. 

Apply S. J Brown, Ltd, 

Brockville-road, Dunedin. 

TO LET : furnished, or For Sale, 

very easy terms, a 8 roomed 

Cottage, and all conveniences 

next to St Clair beach, young 

couple preferred. Apply W. 

Evening Post 

 

 

TO LET: a large Workshop, with 

yard, and a 6 horse-power Motor 

and Circular Saw. Address at 

Evening Post. 

FOR SALE: 4 Rooms, Eglinton 

Road, gas h. and c. water, 6 

Rooms, Clyde-street. Apply B. 

and D. Winston Builders Ltd, 

Shintare Street. 

FOR SALE: New 8-roomed 

House, Hawkestone Street. 

Apply M. Jordan, Thornton-

avenue 

TO LET: Upper Princess-street, 

six-roomed House; bathroom 

and conveniences; lovely view or 

city and harbor, large garden. 

Apply 32, Upper Princess-street. 

FOR SALE: 4 partly finished 

Rooms, central, all usual 

conveniences with option board, 

Address, Evening Post 

JOB VACANCIES 
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Jonathan’s 

Carpentry 

Space for full time 

carpenter apprentice, 

contact Jonathan 

Jackson to apply. 

12 Manor Place. 

 

 

Somerfield 

Seamstresses 

Work available  

Contact Lucy 

Launders to apply. 
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Six Pigs for Sale 

Only £15, £15 each! 

Six pink pigs in great 

condition, well fed and 

very easy to care for. 

These pigs will make a 

fine feast. 

The Best Pigs in the 

Colony! 

Oink’n Co. 

66 Fileul Street 

Next to the Town Hall 

 

 

COMMUNITY HALL 

DANCE 

 Held Saturday April 6th, in the 

Community Hall. From 6pm until 

11pm. 

Get your frocks on and come on and join 

us, it‟s s great time to meet new friends 

and have dinner. 

  

 

 

 

TIGER TEA 

The superior Tiger Tea available 

in every grocery throughout the 

colony is your key to the 

perfect luncheon. Refreshing and 

Delicious, Tiger Tea shall amaze 

every guest with its Quality and 

Freshness. Calming ingredients 

quiet the most riotous home and 

completes every housewife. Tiger 

Tea is the beverage for your 

enjoyment. 

THERE ARE TWO KINDS 

OF TEA, 

THE BEST AND THE 

REST. 

DO YOU CHOOSE THE 

BEST? 

HORSE FOR 

SALE 

 

Pure breed horse for sale           

Courtesy of Mr Trotter 

ONLY £18 

Beautiful black   silky 

mane with fantastic 

shimmering coat 

INCLUDES SADDLE 

Come buy this gorgeous 

animal for  

ONLY £18 

HANDEE LTD. & 

CO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elegant gloves 

Elbow length, long and sliming.         

Material used is of the  

Best price 

Find it at 152 Lyne St 

HANDEE LTD. & CO. 

TOMATOES FOR SALE 

£2 per kg 

Please contact Farmer Brown 

153 Highgate St. 

Roslyn, Dunedin 

Autumn Petticoats and 

Hats 

 

Style, Grace and Good Price 

41 George St. 

 

FRUIT and VEGETABLE 

MARKET 

4th April, the Octagon 

Stock up your pantry with fresh 

produce for this winter. 

Good quality at a good price. 

 

Margery’s Florist         

 

23 George Street,                           

near the Octagon. 
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